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rhinoceros, leopard and elephant.
Professional hunters often want to
hunt these animals because it is a
challenge.

Almost all fourists are interested to see the
Big 5. Therefore, they have a huge economic
value for Namibia. But, for an ecosystem to
have animals like the Big 5, it must be in good
health to support them. We must thus not
forget the "Little 5". Small animals are helping
to keep the food chain working. So who are the
"Little 5"?

The "Little 5" is a relatively new term
that is often used by tourism
companies for marketing purposes.
It refers to five little animals that
have similar names as the Big 5. They
are antlion, redbilled buffalo weaver,
rhino beetle, leopard tortoise and
the elephant shrew.

For the conservation of wildlife both the Big 5 and the Little 5
animals are very important. Every living thing in the environment
plays its part in maintaining balance in the ecosystem.
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The African elephant is the largest animal on land in
the world. Through tourism, elephants can be one of

_ the most valuable wildlife species in Namibia . They

also however, can cause damage to rural water points

e POPULATION
FOOD There are about 15 000
- It eats about 170 kg of elephants in Namibia
BASIC FACTS g;ass, leaves c?nd other ‘rod?‘y. ?orz ’rh;n half live
b = plants every da in the Caprivi Region.
mellgg}r: 23 50 003 56mOOO kg FAMILY &YSH LTER Twenty years ago, there
spgc,d features: Females and young live were only approximately
Tt uses its long trunk in a matriarchal clan 5 000 elephants in
(nose) to suck up water Society (female led Namibia because they
to pour into its mouth. groups). Males live alone were poached (illegally
- Very thick skin. or in small herds. hunted) for their ivory.
- Two long teeth called PREDATORS Conservation work locally
tusks. They are made of Humans and internationally is
ivory. helping the elephant to
recover.

LS

The elephant-shrew is a small mammal. It moves very quickly
and can easily be mistaken for a mouse if one does not
look carefully. The elephant-shrew is very different from
rodents due to what it eats and how it lives. If it is

to be compared to other animals, it eats like an anteater
and acts like an antelope.

Western Rock sengi
Elephantulus rupestris

BASIC FACTS FOOD POPULATION
Weight:35- 540g Mostly ants and There are three main species of
Length:15-60 cm termites the elephant-shrew in Namibia. It

(including tail) FAMILY & SHELTER is common throughout the country.
Specrai features: It isusually solitary  Some scientists have changed the
Long hind-legs  (lives alone). I't lives  elephant-shrew's name to Sengi.

- Large eyes, ears and feeds in open This name is from coastal Kenya
and nose areas. If chased, it will and is thought to be more
+ Long, trunk-like hide in a small hole in appropriate. In the past, scientists
nose the ground, in the believed that the sengis were like
rocks or under a bush. shrews from the Northern
PREDATORS Hemisphere. Today they have
Snakes, raptors and  learned that this is not true. See
carnivores. page 9.
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A TRIBUTE TO BLYTHE LOUTIT
Name: Blythe Loutit
| Organisation: Save the Rhino Trust (SRT)
| Job Title: Founder and Director
No of years on the job: 21 years

| R 14 November 1940 - 14 June 2005 R

Blythe and her many varied contributions will be here for people in Namibia
and across the globe to appreciate and enjoy long after most of us have left
this desert of ours. - Dr. Mary Seely

Personal history Professional history
Blythe Loutit grew up on a farm in Loutit was an active naturalist,
Kwa-Zulu Natal, South Africa. After botanical artist, landscape painter and

school she studied drawing at the magazine journalist. She illustrated
South African National Botanical six books on Namibian flora as well as
Institute and atfended the her children's book, The Magic

Wilderness Leadership School. In Elephant of the Namib. She received
1980 she moved with her husband o several awards for her conservation

Namibia. They lived in several work including the Peter Scott Merit
places in the northern part of the Award (1988), the Operation Survival

country. _ Award (1991) and the BBC's Animal
: Award for Conservation of a Species
(2001).

Black rhinos

In the early 1980s there were only
30- 60 rhinos in the Kunene Region.
Rhinos were poached for their horn,
for ftrophies and as sport. Loutit and
SRT have worked hard to increase
the black rhino population. Today
there are about 200 rhinos in the
Kunene and Erongo Region. Namibia is
the only place where black rhino live
unrestricted by fences or armed
guards.

Bush Telegraph 7
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we have different groups of animals?

Scientists have put all living things on Earth into different
groups. This is done fo make it easier to study and understand
them. In general, animals are things that can feel and move
voluntarily. There are about 1 million different animals on Earth!

The Animal Kingdom is divided into smaller groups. Let us look at some
examples from the first two groupings: the phylum and the class.

NIk  Chordata _
- (has some kind of backbone)

< Match the Big 5 and Little 5 animals to the correct animal class!
\3\ DIRECTIONS: Read the description of the animal classes on the
@P‘ left. Draw a line from each picture on the right to the correct animal
class.

AR AT, N

Insects: three pairs of jointed legs
and 3 body parts

Mammals: nurse young with -mother’s"
milk and have hair .

| Birds: feathers

Reptiles: s
SR

e
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AFROTHERIA - A NEW SUPERORDER
Some scientists have created a new

superorder (between class and order)
< called Afrotheria. There are 7 groups
- % of African mammals that are in this
QA 3

. superorder because they all have a
2 common African ancestor. Read the
_ diagram to find out the groups of

" mammals. Although they may look like
other mammals from Europe or in the
. rest of the world, their genetics are
X \\"&g\ very different. They also behave quite

.|.ci'_w N3IpjO9

HUYADUYY

a

. differently. All of the Afrotherian

- mammals are still truly African except
the biggest ones. The elephant, sea cow
' and hyrax are now found naturally
outside of Africa.
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DIRECTIONS: Read the clues below and fill in the crossword
puzzle. When you are finished, cut out the puzzle and entry
form to enter the Crossword Contest! Post your completed
puzzle to: NaDEET, PO Box 31017, Pioniers Park, Windhoek
Entries must arrive by: 5. September 2005

The winner will receive a Namibia Calendar 2006 from Dirk
" Heinrich Photo Library! The winner will be chosen at random
from all correct entries.

BIG FIVE
&

Across

5. Grouping of animals

T Ccltg ecome 75 years
0

8. Eats dung and rotting
material

9. Lion, Buffalo, Rhino,
Leopard and Elephant

12. Always moves
backwards

13. Good climber

14. Weaves its nest

Down

1. Has a hooked li

2. Antlion, Red-billed
Buffalo Weaver, Rhino
Beetle, Leopard
Tortoise and Elephant
Shrew

3. Superorder of animals

4. Has ivory tusks

6. New name for Elephant
Shrew

9. Has "W" horns

10. Has scales

11. Can run between
45 - 60 km/hr

Hidden Clue:

Start at the top left of the puzzie. Going in order, fill in the circled
letters in the spaces below.
Who was the founder of Save the Rhino Trust?

CROSSWORD CONTEST ENTRY FORM

SCHOOL (if applicable):

. POSTALCADDRESS e Taniie e i i s i e,
10 Bush Telegraph




" Chinga and Nzovu's pos*]'af box is EMPTV' WrTh aII this free
\  time on their hands they went out and had new photos
taken! Chinga and Nzovu want. to answer your question

and help you figure out more about the natural wor
around you. So, if you have any queshons for Chmgu and
= Nzovu please wrife to:

& Chinga & Nzowu, NaDEET, P.O. Box 31017 P:omers Pcsrk Wlndhoek

 Dear Readers, \

§ The Wildli {e Society o Nam'r,ﬁm fias. ﬁe{jaeaf to ponsor. tﬁw issue
& of the Bush Telegrap Keep :m reading to ﬁn out wﬁat they do
: eers, N

H'}- i £

N Cﬁmga fmc( Nzovu

WILDLIFE SOCIET‘/ OF NAMIBIA

The mission: To conserve the na’rur'ai enwr‘onmen’r
of Namibia and promote appropriate protection,
wise and sustainable use of nafur'al r‘esour‘ces and
sustainable development.

{ Activities of the Wildlife Society
Newsletter (monthly) |

. &  Roan News magazine (biannually)
. &  Environmental Talks (monthly)
&  OQutings (occusuonally)

© The Society functions as a waTchdo

& organisation regarding enwronmen‘ra
& issues in Namibia. \

CONTACT INFORMATION
The Waldhfe Society of Namlbla
N PO Box 3508 '

. Windhoek
wildlife@iway.na

Bush Telegraph
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Contest results from Volume 4, No. 3- “World Ozone Day” SORRY!

ANSWERS: In the last

1) The three ozone depleting substances (ODS) are issue, there was
Chlorofluorocarbons (CFC's), Halon and Carbon Tetrachloride. @ picture of a

2)People can use sunscreen, wear a hat and sunglasses, stay market brand
in the shade and wear protective clothing. for sunscreen.

3) All living things are affected by UVB rays. As we are all We apologise
dependent on each other for survival, we must take care to for this

also protect other animals and plants. mistake.
: Many different
WINNERS: There were 10 correct answers. The winners sunscreens
Weres : can be used to
1st place: Eva Julie from Windhoek protect
2nd place: Philemon Ndongo from Eenhana yourself from
3rd place: Steven Maseka from Rundu and Hilma Ndengu the sun.

Q from Grootfontein
| SUBSCRIPTION FORM '
| To receive your own free copy three times per year, fill in the information
| below or write it on a piece of paper. Post your subscription form to the

| address below.

I

ST i e T Al e AR SR AT, 2l 2.7 RS e RN SR e O S

I
| Tick the correct box:

| Learner [Eitage grade.......... ) Teacher[ ] Other []
]| SehOglE it R L e I o i S,
| Postal AdAress.........oooeorevesrsmenrsn AT A N = S o R

| Teachers please note: Multiple copies of this mini-magazine are available
| for you to use in the classroom. If you are interested, please complete the

| following:

| yes,[] please send me ............. additional copies.

|

e e — e —— e ——— e . e — — — — — —— — — — — — o ——

Please send all subscriptions to: Namib Desert Environmental Education /x
Trust (NaDEET), P.O. Box 31017, Pioniers Park, Windhoek

Thank you to the Wildlife Society of Namibia
for helping o sponsor this issuel

The Bush Telegraph is written by Viktoria Keding. Graphics by Marilyn Bridgeford.
Photos & drawings courtesy of:

M. Bridgeford, P. Cunningham, M. Diirr, A. & V. Keding, 6. & L. Rathbun and

Wilderness Safaris Photo File. © Yl el Baluting )




